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Annexure-II 

 

The Nordic Association of schools for music and the arts- Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway & Sweden- prepared in 

cooperation the presentation “Music and Arts Education in Nordic Countries” for the European Music School Union 

(EMU) General Assembly in Finland in 2006. 

Have we got a Nordic model and typical Nordic soul for the schools of music and the arts? What does it look like? 

The aim of the presentation is to make an overview about music and arts education in the Nordic Countries and give 

answers to the following questions: How does funding, legislation or social values vary in the Nordic countries? It will 

also try to find out what changes the Nordic societies are facing in the first years of the new millennium and how do 

these changes influence on music and arts education. 

The Nordic countries form a common region with many similarities in both the social and economic structure. The 

judicial system with its principle of transparency, the widely applied municipal autonomy, the system of schools for 

music and the arts, the interdisciplinary attitude and the common copyright legislation are elements that together 

form a firm platform to build on.  

It is perhaps in the description above of our schools that we can find the “Nordic soul and the Nordic model”. 

Danish Music School Association (DAMUSA) 

Association of Finnish Music Schools 

Association of Music School Teachers, Iceland 

The Norwegian Council of Music and Arts School 

The Swedish Council of schools for music and the arts (SMoK) 

Denmark      
(Please note, Denmark, except from the Faroe Islands  
in all answers) 

 State covers upto 25% of salary costs  

 Fees not more than 33% 

 Municipality covers the rest 

 Average tuition fee 375€ per year 

 

 

Norway 
 
 

 State covers upto 15%   

 Fees not more than 20% 

 Municipality covers 65 

 Average tuition fee 230€ per year 

Finland 

 State covers over 50% 

 Fees covers 17% 

 Municipality covers 33% 

 Average tuition fee 600€ per year 

 

Sweden 

 Municipality covers 65 

 Tuition fee18% 

 Average tuition fee 130€ per year 

Iceland 

 

 Municipal covers 80% 

 Fees covers 20% 

 Average tuition fee 450€ per year 
 

 

 

 

The Nordic Model-
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Denmark      

 Every municipality must have a music school 

 Guidelines concerning education 

 Teaching manual 

 

Norway 

 Education act states that every municipality should 
have a school of music and the arts 

 The council has published a programme plan 

describing the basic subjects in the school of music 

of the arts 

Finland 

 Ministry of Education / funding  and permissions to 
arrange education 

 National Board of Education / National curriculum 

 Finnish Music School Association Examination and 
evaluation recommendations 

 

Sweden 

 There is no legislation to establish school of music 
and the arts in Swden 

Iceland 

 

 Legislation when establishing a school 

 A nationality standardize examination system 
 

 

Denmark      

 Local foundation of music schools  

 Very open to society 

 Boards democratic 

 Profile of quality and cooperation 

 

Norway 

 Schools of music and the arts are in principle open 

to all interested children 

 In order to give all children the possibility to attend 

schools, the fees are kept low 

 Special offers of studies for talented pupils 

 Employ teachers qualified for combined positions 

in schools and working as conductors in bands, 

choirs etc. 

Finland 

 Finland is a young nation (1917), national 
romanticism in the late 19

th
 century has built the 

national culture identity 

 Strong state funding for culture 

 Nordic welfare society ideology 

 

Sweden 

 A positive leisure time for young people 

 An important part of the local music life 

 Half of the old music schools has developed into 
schools of music and the arts 

Iceland 

 

 Strong position in society 

 10% of the students are aged 21 years or older 

 Students can have their lessons within the normal 
school day 
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Denmark      

 Zapping culture 

 Fewer music schools 

 Arts schools entering soon 

 Bigger and perhaps more talent focussing music 
schools 

 

Norway 

 The development in technology  

 The multicultural society 

 The influence from media and commercial culture 

 A decreasing number of boys as pupils 

Finland 

 Fast economical development 

 Larger groups of retired people, meaning less taxes 
more costs 

 Internet and new technology 

 The new multicultural society 

 

Sweden 

 Cooperation between the common schools and 
schools of music and the arts 

 Cooperation between different culture expression 
in the schools of music and the arts 

 Pupils’ influence 

 More open for disabled children 

 Induce the government to stand up for the 
Swedish schools of music and the arts 

 Internet as a tool in the learning process 

Iceland 

 

 More privately operated music schools 

 More foreign teachers to Iceland 
 

 

Denmark      

 Music schools in general have a big task to bring out 
the idea of playing together. Without funding, the 
music schools in the future will only be available for 
rich people with music understanding and loving in 
general as a looser. We have to open up for 
cooperation between eg teachers training with 
Europe 

 

Norway 

 In spite of big challenges and continuous changes 

in society, schools of music and the arts in Norway 

never have had a stronger position. 

 Present government state: all children should be 

offered music and art school training to a low price 

Finland 

 Not so much state control and guidence 

 New ways of studying music via internet 

 Possibility to have arts both as a hobby as with 
professional aim 

 More multicultural art education 

 More cooperation with different forms of arts 

 

Sweden 

 The Swedish schools of music and the arts have a 
very strong position in the local music life. The 
development from music to schools of arts goes 
rather fast. The last ten years the total budget for 
the Swedish schools of music and the arts has 
increased about 35% but the fees have increased 
with only 13%. With that background legislation 
from the government is not necessary or may be 
not desirable 

Iceland 

 

 The Icelandic music school system has operated with 
great stability over the years. Many indicators now 
point to the need for schools to concentrate on 
internal development and progress to meet new 
social demands for effectiveness, increased flexibility 
and varied teaching methods 
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