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Music Education in Norway
focusing on

the Bands 
and 

the Schools of Music and 
Performing Arts 

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Friends and colleagues, First of all ! Thank you for the invitation giving you a short information about music education in Norway, in particular related to the bands and music schools. 



Norske kommuners interesse- og utviklingsorganisasjon

June 5.th 1997: ”The Law”

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
12 years ago the Parliament passed a low paragraph in the Education Act, including one sentece related to the music schools. These schools, by the way, the last 10 – 15 years have moved to schools including also other art forms, mainly dance, visual arts and theatre.Even if it was one sentence only, it was heartly welcomed by all the music organisations, as you see also by the Norwegian Band Federation – at the picture  represented by a school band playing in front of the Parliament.  
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Education Act 
Section 13-6.

All municipalities,

either alone or in cooperation with other municipalities 

shall provide courses in music

and other cultural activities for children and young people, 

organized in association with the school system 

and local cultural life.

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Secton 13 point 6 of the education act, implied all municipalities had to establish their own music and art school, and it should be in close cooperation with the schools and the local cultural life. As a natural consequence of the law our Minister of Education in 2007 put forward a strategy plan, where the M&A Schools were defined as local resource centres,. A lot of money has been given to the Norwegian Council for Schools of Music and Performing Arts  to carry through national, regional and local development programmes.
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Ideology promoted by

The Norwegian Council for 
Schools of Music and Performing Arts

and
The Norwegian Band Federation

in cooperation with 
The Norwegian Choir Association and 

The Council for Music Organisations in Norway

”Access to 
Music and Art Schools 

for All !”

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
For more than 30 years the basic ideology of the music schools have been at the political agenda in Norway.Traditionally private music schools, later also the municipal music school, have taken care of the gifted children. Musical tests were used to decide who should be given access within the  financial limitations of the schools. In the 70-ties I was the project  leader of a 7 years national research programme carried through in Trondheim were one of the most important conclusions was that all children should have access to the music school.. This  was very soon adopted as the ideology of  the Norwegian music school assosiation, and of all the national music organizations as users of the schools.  



Norske kommuners interesse- og utviklingsorganisasjon

Music Schools should be free
Cardigans: 

Culture is neither a luxury or a private matter, 
rather a right.

2005-12-19

Viewpoints from Swedish neighbours:

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Also our neigbour Sweden share the belief of a M &  A school open for every child. Even more, they have for years had a number of music schools with no school fee. Nowadays the number of such schools have been reduced only to some few. 

http://www.aftonbladet.se/
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The Government’s 
Declaration

19.10.2005

The Government wants to give 
all children

the opportunity to join the Schools of 
Music and Performing Arts at a 

reasonable price.

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Even if M&A Schools are owned by the municipalities, the state accept the responsibility of a national policy on this field.  Up to 2004 there was a earmarked state support to the schools, and more clearly than ever, the state support the principles forwarded by the M&A School council and the national music assosiations. The discussion today imply the need of some regulations related to the Education Act, among other things regulating the level of the school fee in the M&A Schools.



The structure: A Norwegian Pyramid”:
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Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
The structure of music education in Norway today could be describes as a pyramid where the basement is the M&A schools principally open for all interested children and youth. It is, however,  also the higher level programmes and talent programmes offered for the few, based on entrance tests. After 30 years the structure now is a continuous line of education from early childhood (even newborn children) to higher, professional education. 
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Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
The education system matches the band structure very well.  In most of municipalities the basic instrumental training for the band members is through the M&A School programmes. Quite a lot of band members also take part in the talent programmes, the so called Saturday schools, offered regionally.  Bands also exist on all levels, from the basic school bands, via amateur bands, to the top level elité bands, and our 5 professional military bands.. 



Report:  Statistics (Oct 2008)

• Total of 109 000 students in the music and art schools. 

• About 15 % of all pupils in primary schools are students 

• 80 % of all students in instrumental and vokal training

• about 420 students in national and regional music talent 
programmes (2008) 

• Close to 25 000 children and youth on waiting-lists!

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
The system of instrumental education in Norway has still some challenges. Of these the waiting-lists in M&A schools is the most serious one. This from our point of view is presented as a huge democratic problem in one of the richest  contries in the world.  



Report:  Conductors

• Municipalities most likely support salaries of school band 
conductors with 25 % of the cost. 

• Some municipalities cover the whole cost for a 40 % position + 
additional instruction. (Example Rogaland county.) 

• A few municipalities claims a school band conductor should have 
at least 50 % position. (Example Larvik) 

• The band Federation together with the other music organisations 
these days work together to establish a national supported 
conductor system. (Quality education / financial support.)



Finally:  Some Basic Principles

• Music & Art Schools should support, not compete with local bands. 
That imply not establing own bands.

• Music and Art Schools should give priority to traditions like the band 
movement by promoting these instruments to young applicants in 
cooperation with the bands. 

• M & A Schools should contribute to a necessary balance between 
public support and voluntary cultural activities. That is to keep 
school fee low, to support conductor salaries, and not interfere in 
what sould be a valuablevoluntary involvment from the parents.



The Nordic Council -
Committee of Culture and 

Education (Dec 3.2008):

”The Committee would appreciate that the 
model of Schools of Music and Performing 
Arts in Norway in due time is spread to 

become national strategies throughout the 
Nordic Contries” Risto Autio, Finland,

(and Mogens Jensen, 
chairman)

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
The Nordic Council is enthusiastic about the Norwegian model of M&A schools. The involvment of the different art forms, the broad, and open accessibility and the regional talent programmes seem to be the background of this evaluation. . 
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